
AGENDA REPORT 

 

To: Mayor Pat Humphrey & the Clare City Commission  
From: Ken Hibl, City Manager 
Date: January 28, 2020 
RE: Approve Residential Waste Rate Increase 
 

For the Agenda of February 3, 2020 
 
 

 

Background.    We’ve unexpectedly received an unanticipated rate increase from Waste 
Management for recycle services (from $4.85 per month per customer to $6.25 per month – a 
$1.40 per month increase) as an element of our residential waste services.  The rate changes are 
effective immediately; consequently, we must immediately pass these rate increases onto our 
residential customers or subsidize the present rates we charge our customers.  The City 
Commission is asked to approve the rate increase.      
 
Issues & Questions.  Should the City Commission approve the rate increase? 
  
Alternatives. 

1. Approve the rate increase. 
2. Subsidize the rate increase. 
3. Share the rate increase with our residential customers.   
4. Set the decision aside to a subsequently scheduled public meeting. 

  
Financial Impact.  We presently have 900 residential waste customers.  The monthly increase 
equates to $1260 per month - $15,120 per year.  We’ve discussed the matter with our Waste 
Management Customer Service Representative.  She shared that these unfortunate rate 
increases are being felt by the entire waste industry due to a very limited number of recycle 
points available that will accept recycle materials.  The unanticipated spike is expected to be 
the highest rates that will be experienced throughout 2020 – in fact she expects the rates to 
decrease due to the fact that additional recycle points are scheduled to open, thus decreasing 
the present rate.  She promised us that she will provide us monthly reports regarding the rates 
they are receiving – and if the rates decrease, those decreases will be passed on to us and our 
customers. 
 
Recommendation.  I recommend that the City Commission approve the rate increase by 
adoption of Resolution 2020-021 (copy att’d). 
 
Attachment. Resolution 2020-021. 
 



 

RESOLUTION 2020-021 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CLARE CITY COMMISSION APPROVING AN 

IMMEDIATE RESIDENTIAL WASTE SERVICES RATE INCREASE. 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Clare has received an unexpected and unanticipated rate increase 
from Waste Management for recycle services (from $4.85 per month per customer to $6.25 per 
month – a $1.40 per month increase) as an element of the City’s residential waste services; and   

 

WHEREAS, said rate changes are effective immediately; consequently, the City must 
determine whether to pass these rate increases onto the City’s residential customers; and 

 
WHEREAS, said unfortunate rate increases are being felt by the entire waste industry 

due to a very limited number of recycle points available that will accept recycle materials; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Clare City Commission has evaluated and considered said rate increases 

and has determined that it is obliged to pass the rate increases onto its residential customers. 
 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Clare City Commission hereby 

approves an increase of $1.40 per month for the rates charged to its residential customers for 
residential solid waste services provided by Waste Management. 

   
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT said rate increase is effective immediately.       

  
ALL RESOLUTIONS AND PARTS OF RESOLUTIONS INSOFAR AS THEY 

CONFLICT WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THIS RESOLUTION BE AND THE SAME 

ARE HEREBY RESCINDED. 

 

The Resolution was introduced by Commissioner __________ and supported by 

Commissioner _______.   The Resolution declared adopted by the following roll call vote: 

 
YEAS:    

   

NAYS:       

     
ABSENT:        

 
 
 
 
Resolution approved for adoption on this 3rd day of February 2020. 
 
 
_______________________________ 
        Diane Lyon, City Clerk 


